Into the Dark: Why Your Site Needs a
Dark Mode

Walk into any subway car in New York City during the morning
commute, and look at the screens. You will likely see that the majority
of users have their phones set to "Dark Mode." What started as a
developer preference has become a mainstream consumer
expectation. People prefer it for reduced eye strain in low-light
environments and battery saving on OLED screens. For a web
development company in New York, ignoring Dark Mode is no
longer an aesthetic choice; it’s a usability oversight.

Implementing Dark Mode is not as simple as inverting the colors.
That often leads to jarring, high-contrast neons or unreadable grey-
on-black text. True Dark Mode design requires a dedicated color
palette. "Dark" surfaces should be dark grey, not pure black, to reduce
smearing on scrolling. Text needs to be desaturated to prevent
vibration against the dark background. Shadows, which we use to
create depth in Light Mode, don't work in the dark; instead, we use
lighter shades of grey to indicate elevation.

From a technical perspective, this is handled via the "prefers-color-
scheme" CSS media query. This allows the website to automatically
detect the user’s system settings and serve the appropriate theme
instantly. If a user has their iPhone set to Dark Mode, your website
should respect that choice immediately upon loading.

While Google has not explicitly stated that Dark Mode is a direct
ranking factor, "User Experience" is. If a user visits your site at night
and is blasted with a blinding white screen, they are more likely to
bounce instantly. High bounce rates and short dwell times are
negative signals to search engines. By providing a comfortable viewing
experience, you encourage longer sessions.

Furthermore, accessible design is a ranking factor. Dark Mode is often
essential for users with photophobia (light sensitivity) or visual
impairments. By catering to these users, you improve your
accessibility score, which aligns with Google’s push for a more
inclusive web.

Conclusion Dark Mode is about empathy for the user's environment.
By adapting your design to their preferences, you create a seamless
experience that feels modern, considerate, and professional.

Call to Action Don't leave your users in the blinding light. We design
responsive, adaptive websites that look stunning in any mode.
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